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To the Lord Bishop of London. 



My Lord, 

It may seem pr^euming, in an UDpreteod- 
iog Carate, to address a diatinguished Prelate 
upon subjects which no doubt have been fully 
entered into by your Lordship, — bnt I tmst, i am 
not chargeable with presnmption in this respect ; 
since, it is not that I imagine I can add new 
lustre, or give greater perspicuity, to even the 
most trivial quDstion which can be raised ; — bnt, 
because, being in daily contact with the humbler 
classes of society, I am led to suppose that I 
am more accurately acquainted with their senti- 
ments. Upon this ground I venture (o obtrude 
a few remarks upon your Lordship's notice, under 
the hope that they may arouse the inquiry, whether 
your high influence should not be exerted, as well 
to correct what, I conceive, with a numerous body 
of the people, has a pernicious tendency against 
the chnrcb, as (be better to adapt the Services of 



onr holy religion to the Spirit and intention of 
their inatitation, — viz. that all^rich and poor — 
may worship the God of <aur Salvation and de- 
clare His law according to the exact representa- 
tion of His blessed Gospel. 

With grateful feelings for sundry kindaesses 
received from your Lordship, 
I am, my Lord, 

Very respectfnlly. 
Your humble brother in tlie Lord, 



S. GOMPERTZ, 



Hnrtwell, Bttck$, 
Dec. 1833. 



REMARKS &c. 



Our venerable Liturgy has justly been ad- 
mired by every Protestant Ckurch in Europe, as 
undoubtedly the most scriptural, and the most 
comprehensive to the wants and conditions of men 
that has ever been compiled. It is true, fault 
has been found at the extreme length of the ser- 
vices, and it merits inquiry how far the objection 
can be entertained ; but as a Grand Whole, it is 
exquisitely beautiful, soul-stirring, and unequal- 
led by any production of the kind which has ever 
appeared ; — nevertheless, its most ardent admirers 
must acknowledge — not that it hath contracted 
aught of evil in its antiquity, — but that some of 
its expressions, having become obsolete, need 
amendment; — and also, that from the altered 
aspect of the times, some of its forms, adapted to 
the former circumstances of the Church, require 
modification, to be made more suitable to the 
present exigencies of Society. 
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found ill scripture ? — why do we saj the kohf 
CatkoUe Ckureh,— Catholic FaUk^—CaiMie ib- 
Hgion^ — when the Catholic Church is idoUtroiiSy 
— this is very perplexing ? Who was St Athao- 
asius, — ^his name does not appear in the Testar 
ment? — what is the meaning of commiiiitoB of 
SainUp'^eUcwship of the Holy Ohoti, — Ineam^ 
iion^-^Uniiy in Trimty, 7rt»tly m UnOy; Vigilor 
Eve, Rubric, MiUiani, Adi>eni, EnUner Weoko, 
LaU, Ash Wedneiday, RogaHm^ Mooter, WkU- 
Sunday, 4re ^c. Sfc?*' 

** What is the meaning of * He descended into 
Hell ?'-^* like as we areci»Dpelled by the Christian 
verity to acknowledge every person by himself to 
be God and Lord 7'—Hloes it mean, that every man 
is by himself, or in his own opinion, God and 
tordr** 

Now, in any way to inculcate, or sanction the 
pvevalence of such an absurdity, as that every 
man is God or Lord, must be highly objectionable, 
and will of itself justify the suggestion that a 
change of expression into more easy and in* 
telligible language will be desirable. It is true, 
the Parish Priest may exjdain these apparent diffi- 
culties; hut will it not be the surest plan to 

^ The ppUcy of attempting an ezplicatioii of that mystery 
of mysteries, which, according to inspired aathors^ exceeds 
ail hmpan vnderstanding, — 1& meoriMfioii <{f mar Lord Jemm 
Christy— mBj fairly be argued. The confessed intricMy of 
the Composition will, perhaps, suffidently plead the inez- 
pediea^ of tiie attempt. 



remove them entirely, — to avoid the origin of 
naelesg, if not dangeroua qnestions ? A careful 
revision, in these particulars, witl, under the 
Divine blessing, be attended with a corresponding 
benefit. Let not the timid dread, that the beauty 
or integrity of the masterpiece will thus be im- 
paired, — we have nothing to apprehend, but 
much to hope from such a measure ; and if it be 
jLot timely adopted, Dissenters will see ground to 
ni^e that we are sedulous "non ad oblivionem 
ceteris belli, sed ad comparationem novi." 

Nine of the Tables annexed to the Prayer 
Book are entirely useless for general circulation, 
and the others might be abridged with advantage, 
as also part of the Calendar ;-~aB these append- 
ages are, they unnecessarily enhance the cost of 
an indispensible treasure. How many Protest- 
ants, to whatever Church they belong, can tell 
yon concerning " Machutas, Bp," " Lucy V and 
M," " O Sapientia," " Nicomede Mi" " Invent, 
of Cross," " Perpetna H, M," " Blasius," and 
all the other canonized religieuse 7 

With reasonable propriety also, a New Trans- 
lation of the Scriptures (from whence the Liturgy 
is chiefly composed) might be demanded as a 
becoming preliminary to the removal of 6ie sad 
ignorance of Holy Writ, which exists, in a 
lamentable degree, alas ! among all classes of 
people. In such amended version, the words 
kUI, trow, Scythian, Publican, Tetrar^, Pwaelyte, 



^ 



GAoit {rviifia). Lawyer {yoiutac), pMieaed toitk 
4eviU, Anathema, Maranatka, Exorcittt, Penleeatt, 
!fe. Ifc. !fc. may profitably be substituted by words 
of Saxon deriTation in more vulgar use. 



Inconveniency of some of the Lbibohb ap- 
pointed to be read. 

I have frequently heard parents and teachers 
bewail in keenest regrets, that sach chapters as 
describe the incestuous original of Moab and 
Ammon,— the raTishment of Dinah, — the tres- 
pass of Onan, — David's adultery with Uriah's 
wife, — the account of Ammon and Tamar &c. 
&e. &e. should be appointed for public reading in 
the presence of the young and uninitiated in sin, 
when the Bible affords so bountiful an option of 
other lessons replete with pleasing instruction, — 
lessons which shock not the ear, unnsed to hear 
of vice, nor raise in the vicious occasion of jest; 
— it is, indeed, a pity that such lessons should 
not be selected and adopted, in preference to 
those which', for public reading, are unquestion- 
ably objectionable. There are likewise many 
words, in the New as well as the Old Testament, 
which are coarse and unseemly, the sense of 
which may be conveyed by others — chaster— not 
less expressive, and without the smallest detii- 



m«nt to the dignity, purity, 6d d«8tgH of the 
origiBBl. 



IncouTeiiiency of lome of the comm anil men ts 
as considered in respect to the ChristiaD Law. 

This article affords an extensive field for 
arginBent and polemieal discnnion, embracing 
the consideration of several important questions, 
unong which are, 1st, — Did tbe Hebrew Sabbath 
expire with the sinaitical covenant, or does it 
Still exist in its original force? 2d,— Have the 
Christian Churches viewed it as a divine and 
perpetnal inatitntion distinct froU the Mosaic 
law? 8d, — As a part of the law which Jesus 
authorized us to retain ? 4th, — Or, as a religions 
observance enjoined by the authority reposed in 
the viiibte fihnrch. lliis is certain, that the 
feoTth cosimandment either is not to be under- 
stood by Christiana in its Iit«ral significatiMt, or 
most of as wickedly infract it erery week of our 
lives; if it be decided that it is not the Christian's 
law, then it will be advisable to repeat the fol- 
lowiDg at the conclusion of it : — 

This was the Jewkk law, and- the Chrittimi 
law differs from it in no essential point, inasmuch 
as it commands that a StxiBath or reri shall be 
kept holy and sanctified by all the creation ; — 
but on the first day of the week instead of tiie 
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mtnik, because onr Lord rose fromtbe grave on 
the first day, which is therefore called the Lord'g 
day or Siutduif, the day oti which the Sun of 
RighteovanesB again illunined the dark horizon 
of this sinfsl world by his glorions presence, — 
inasinncfa as it enjoins bb abstinence from all 
Diaaser of work excepting what is required by 
charity or reaaooahle necessity. Tbo Crospel 
law teaches us that " The Sabbath was made for 
maa, and not man Cor the Sabbath ;"— and that 
as it is always better to sare than to destroy ,~to 
do good than evil, — so likewise it is especially 
oar duty to consesrate the Sabbath day to tfao 
promotion of aJl the virtne which can be prac- 
tisedi—to veading the seriphires, — to prayerful 
ialercourae with God,— to risiting the sick, — to 
eonferting the sinner, and to a particular ex- 
amination of oar own souls. 

Instead of the seventh and eighth command- 
ments, it perhaps may beanimprovenient to intro- 
duce the 9th and lOtii verses of the 6th chapter of 
tie 1st Corinthians : — 

" Know ye not that the nnrighteoos shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God ?— Be not deceived ; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterer 
nor efTeminate, nor abusers of themselves wil 
mankind, nor thieves, norcovetons, nor drunkard 
nor revilera, nor extortioners, shall inherit tl 
kingdom of God.** 
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Inconveaiency of the Marriage Service as com- 
pared with the exiiting state of Society. 

The best evideoce of the troth of this Arlicle, 
is the fact, that at least two thirds of the service 
ia usually omitted : — now, this case proclaims 
that either the clergy deem the Whole service ■□' 
ooDveaieat, as society is now constituted ;— ^r 
that they wilfully inflict upon it a most reprehen- 
sible neglect, contrary to their ordination vow 
and in defiance of common sense ; — a position that 
can scarcely even be named. It hence follows, 
that this service requires a careful revision, which 
it must speedily receive, lo withdraw it from (he 
apparent contempt under which it seems now to 
be obscured. It will be wise not to detractfr<»n 
its beautiful solemnity, nor to add to its already 
inconvenient length, — at the same time, it is ad- 
visable, that it should be appropriate, explicative, 
and scriptural i if not, the solemnization of matri- 
mony will lapse into an ordinary celebration of a 
civil contract, which may as well be dispensed by 
a magistrate. 



luconveniency of the Baptismal Service as 
compared with its aim and operation. 

The avowed end of this service is to provide 
for the Baptism of Infants, by the security of 
Sponsors ; against which, I nrge these objections, 
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excited by experience of the inesped 
■nelficacy of the Berrice to realize the end 

1st,— That it is no security to have 
inasmnch as they very rarely bold the c 
they impose upon themselves, as bindir 
they do, — it is not often they perform i 

2nd, — I have known sextons and clei 
teer themselves sponsors at almost e 
tism, necessarily bringing the ceremi 
disrepnte with the scrnpulous ; — and I 
instance of an habitaal dmnkard, a gra' 
declaring that he was godfather to hall 
isb, — afoct which was credibly confin 
by competent witnesses. 

3rd, — >I have heard tiie coascientioa 
at the service as binding them to annni 
duty which they never shonld perform, 
never conld nnderstand it. 

4th,— A serions objection indeed !— 
test instances of secession from the estal 
solely on this ground, — and of parent: 
to have their children baptized, becans 
of the service could not be dispensed v 
again of parents merely having the ch 
under a feigned plea, in order to escap 
sity from which they shmnk ; — as a par 
the ministration of baptism has freqae 
sioned me pain, rather than that holy jo 
to feel in discbai^ng mysacred fonct 
superstitioii of parents, — (he disgraceft 
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ence of sponsors, — the callous ignorance of the 
entire assembly of the nutnre of their individual 
duties as there expressed, — frequently at the con- 
tempt of the sponsors, who have regarded it as 
an idle form established by bigotted churchmen ; 
and on two or three occasions I have known people 
appear in church at a baptism, for the only Ume 
dnringa period of years, and ridicule their attend- 
ance as a mockery,— avowed Debts and revilersof 
religion ; — and does a Curate dare reject sach 
sponsors ?— does he dare exercise the just privi- 
lege which the most intolerant would not withhold 
from a congregation of dissenters? Sufficient 
might he written on this subject to fill an octavo 
volume, — ^but I will only venture to inquire 
whether the baptismal service is not inconvenient 
as compared with its aim and operation ?— 'like 
the Athanasian creed, unless it can be accommo- 
dated to the purposes designed, without creating 
disgnst or sectarianism, we had better get rid of 
it, and content ourselves with the simplest form 
of baptism, in the presence of attesting witnesses. 

Should the proposed alterations take place, the 
" Preface," " Concerning the Services of the 
Church," and " Of ceremonies, why some are 
abolished &c." must in like manner be accom- 
modated to the new circumHtances of the liturgy. 
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InconTeniency of the ComminatioD Service 
reBultJDg from certain popular prejndices. 

I have knovn persons keep from chorch on 
Ash- Wedneiday, pious persons too ! on account of 
their repugnance to hear the com mi nation service 
read, alleging that by uttering the response. 
Amen, they pronounce condemnation upon them- 
selves and nearest friends,— it is a widely grown 
prejndice and in most cases invincible ;— and 
again, that the service is extracted oat of the 
Jewith instead of the ChriMtiati law :— argument is 
not a weapon for the multitude ; — a simple 
revfsal, therefore, may be aathorized, which will 
answer every purpose of the institution, withont 
giving that too general offence which the present 
indefensibly does. 



Inconveniency of the present plan of sub- 
scription to the 39 Articles, the Oath of the 
king's supremacy &c. &c. &c. as repulsive to a 
mind conscioaa of integrity of principle. 

No oath is binding to an unprincipled man, how- 
ever solemn and awful it may be to other men ; — 
but an oath to a clergyman, on a point which is his 
only motive of adherence to the establishment, is 
ui inanlt, — an insnlt imoalled for by any exi- 
genoy, — but when tlie terms of the oath of the 
king's sovereignty are ccmsidercd, without exag- 
geration, they are appalling !— such as cruelly 
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grieve the tender conscience ; — such, indeed, 
as I woald boldly refuse to breathe, were not the 
door of the establishment ateruly closed to me, 
unless I utter this string of impiety. 

" I, A. B. do SWEAR, that I do from my heart 
abhor, detest, and allure, as impious and heretical, 
that DAMNABLE doctrine, &c." What a 
melaneholy connection of oaths and epithets ! 
What Christian will not bail the banishment of 
such revolting penalties upon all who deeire the 
honour of admission into the priesthood ? — hut 
terrifying a^ this specimen is, I have been so 
unfortunately circumstanced, as to be obliged to 
subscribe to it, and its fellows, no less than seven 
times within the period of &Te years ; — twice at 
my ordination, prior to receiving a degree, and 
four times in being licensed as a Curate. I 
do not hesitate to avow that I have shuddered, 
the blood chilling in my veins, when taking these 
worse than useless oaths, as if I were knowingly, 
and from a mercenary motive, doing wrong ; and 
I do not disguise my fervent hope to be spared 
the pain of again conforming to so severe a neces- 
sity ; — to this end, — I pray your Lordship, to 
exercise the exalted influence you possess, as a 
Spiritual Peer, to obtain the repeal of these 
odious and justly obnoxious requisitions, — in- 
flicting wounds without affording security;— 
they are alike inconvenient, — inadequate for the 
end proposed, — a stigma upon the establishment. 
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and repulsive to a mind conscious of integrity of 
principle ; — indeed " I do from my heart abhor 
and detest" them. 

■' Jastam, et tea ace m propositi viram 
Nod CiTium ardor pravajiibenlium 

Non voltoi inslaatU tyruini 
Mente qiiatil solida, • • • " 

In conclusion, — I humbly submit whether the 
multitude of churchmen are sensible of the exact 
aim of the extraordinary services for the fifth of 
November, the twenty-ninth of May &c. &c. 
and whether the perpetuation of them, now recol- 
lection of injuries has subsided, will not rather 
tend to sustain ancient acrimony and hate, than 
to mollify party bitterness into the more amiable 
suggestions of Christian charity. 

Sermons, at these anniversaries, are frequently 
political and tainted with prejudices which it is 
desirable should never be associated with the 
idea of Christianity or Pulpit eloquence, and 
which are inconceivably disgraceful in a Temple, 
dedicated in religious solemnity, only, to the God 
of Peace, Who in His merciful forbearance, 
blotteth out of His memory the transgressions of 
men. 

■' Si qnid Doristi recliua istis i 

Cu^iu imperti : ai ood, his utere, mecum." 
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